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Brothers on a mission

For fraternity, building monument is way to say thanks

Since the 1990s, men in the Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity have donated money toward a memorial to honor their fellow fraternity brother. Members received a brick as a symbol of building their dream.

Photos by JARRAD HENDERSON/Detroit Free Press

The fraternity brothers’ vision for a Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. memorial will be realized next Sunday on the National Mall. The Detroit chapter raised more than $77,000 toward the $120-million project.
“We are very excited, humbled and quite proud,” said Robert Hawkins, left, with Patrick O. Lindsey and Harding Fears, all from Detroit. Men in the fraternity say they wouldn’t be where they are without King.
By CASSANDRA SPRATLING
FREE PRESS STAFF WRITER

There was never any doubt in
Wayne Watkins’ mind that he
would be heading to Washington,
D.C., this week for the dedication of
the Martin Luther King Jr. National Memorial.
He’s driving the whole family:
his wife, three children and motherin-law.
Watkins’ life demonstrates
King’s impact.
Watkins, 56, grew up in racially
segregated Columbia, Tenn., and
started his formal education at a
two-room school for black children
only. He ended up earning a bachelor’s degree in information technology from the integrated Middle
Tennessee State University in
Murfreesboro and later, a master’s
degree in the field from the University of Detroit.
His family lives in Rochester
Hills, and he works as a manager
for Visions Education Develop-

ment, a charter school management company based in Southfield.
“I grew up on the tail end of Jim
Crow,” Watkins said, referring to
the system of discrimination designed to prevent interaction between white and black people on
equal terms.
“I’m keenly aware of separate
and unequal. I remember as a child,
going to the movies to watch “The
Three Stooges” and having to sit up
in the balcony — what was called
the crow’s nest, because we weren’t
allowed to sit on the main floor. I remember being at a Woolworth’s
with my mother, and my mother
telling me I could not get a hot dog
and a Coke at the counter because
of my color.”
Watkins is proud to be a member of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity,
the same fraternity that King was a
member of. And it’s that fraternity
that envisioned building a monument to King on the National Mall.
Their vision will become a reali-

ty next Sunday when the monument is dedicated — 48 years from
the day that King delivered his famous “I Have a Dream Speech” to
thousands on the mall.
“We are very excited, humbled
and quite proud,” said Robert Hawkins of Detroit, a member of the Detroit chapter who helped lead efforts to raise money and awareness
in metro Detroit.
Since the early 1990s, Alphas
have asked every member nationwide for a $100 donation for which
members received a brick symbolic
of building the dream.
In 1996, President Bill Clinton
signed legislation authorizing the
establishment of the memorial.
Later, the fraternity helped establish a nonprofit memorial foundation whose work became to raise
nontax dollars for the monument,
choose a designer, do the legal and
advocacy work needed to get the
desired land on the National Mall
See THANKS, PAGE 9A

Some of the members gather Thursday at the chapter house in Detroit. From left are the Rev. Oscar King III of Detroit,
Lindsey, Hawkins, Wayne Watkins of Rochester Hills, Larry Boatwright of Detroit and Fears.

The statue of slain
civil rights leader
Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. stands at
the memorial
construction site.
King wasn’t
perfect, but he
carried the hopes
and dreams of
a people and a
nation on his
shoulders.
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National memorial to King is a
reminder that we can do better
t has been a long time coming.
America has been waiting for
it since Dr. King was assassinated.
America has been waiting for it
since he gave the “I’ve Been to the
Mountaintop” sermon.
America has been waiting for it
since before he was born.
America has been waiting
while reaching for the idea that
someone might come along and
galvanize the nation, raise voices
for the poor, not just black, but
poor of every color.
Now, after all those years, just
as somehow it was inevitable that
there would one day be a first
black president, there is now the
first monument of an African
American on the National Mall.
The memorial stands on a 4-acre
plot at the edge of the Tidal Basin
between those of Abraham Lincoln and Thomas Jefferson. Its
address is 1964 Independence
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ROCHELLE RILEY SAYS ALL
OF US NEED TO RECLAIM
WHAT HE STOOD FOR
Ave. SW, a reference to the 1964
Civil Rights Act.
The memorial will be dedicated
next Sunday. That is a formality.
Its existence is the milestone.
The face of the statue is that of
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. But
the statue itself is a symbol of the
American civil rights movement,
an acknowledgement that the
movement made America better.

A monumental event
Senior Judge Damon Keith of
See RILEY, PAGE 9A

